Idiopathic purpura fulminans and varicella gangrenosa of both hands, toes and integument in a child.
Chicken pox is a common childhood illness and, though a vaccine is readily available, it is not routinely included in the vaccination schedule of most countries owing to its mild clinical nature. However, varicella gangrenosa is a rare complication of this disease, infrequently reported in the literature. We report the case of a child who developed purpura fulminans in the convalescent phase of chicken pox and subsequently presented with peripheral gangrene of both hands and the toes of the right foot, and skin gangrene. To our knowledge, bilateral gangrene of the hands has rarely been reported, and we present this case to highlight the serious nature of complications following varicella infection.